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ATLANTIS

The most famous of all accounts describ
ing the condition of Atlantis and the causes
for its destruction are to be found in the
Critias and Timaeus of Plato. Most modern

books dealing with the problem of Atlantis
are built upon Plato's description. The in
tegrity and learning of this great philosopher

can not easily be assailed. Had it not been
for the weight of Plato's authority, the whole
subject would have been discredited by mod
ern archeologists.

There is
,

however, in fairness to both sides

o
f

the controversy, a certain weakness in
Plato's story. The thoughtful reader is im
pressed immediately b

y

the allegorical and
symbolical parts o

f

the account. While these

d
o

not detract from the possibility that a
n

Atlantic continent actually existed, they do
present the necessary elements for an alter
native interpretation. The anti-Atlantists con
tend that in the Critias Plato takes a flight
into fiction, in the words o
f Plutarch, “ma

nuring the little seed o
f

the Atlantis myth

which Solon had discovered in the Egyptian
temples.”

(1)



A DIGEST OF PLATO'S ACCOUNT
OF THE ATLANTEAN EMPIRE

According to tradition, Solon was given

to the writing of poetry, and had intended to
preserve the Atlantic story in the form of a
great epic. But the responsibilities of state
craft pressing in upon the aged man forced
him to abandon his purpose. Solon told the
story to his intimate friend Dropis, who in
turn recited it to his son Critias. In his nine
tieth year Critias communicated the account
to his grandson of the same name, who later
became a disciple of Socrates. It is in this
way that the account descended, to be incor
porated finally in the Platonic dialogues as
part of a conversation between the younger
Critias and his master Socrates.
Solon, visiting Egypt, was nobly received
by the priests of Sais. At his request the
Egyptians recited for him the ancient history
of the Greek states. Their narration included

an account of an expedition against the Hel
lenes attempted by the princes of Atlantis.
The Timaeus contains the following summary:
“In this Atlantic island a combination of
kings was formed, who with mighty and

(2)



wonderful power subdued the whole island,
together with many other islands and part of
the continent; and besides this subjected to
their domination a

ll Libya a
s far as Egypt;

and Europe as far as the Tyrrhene Sea. And
when they were collected in a powerful
league, they endeavoured to enslave a

ll

our
regions and yours, and besides this a

ll

those
places situated within the mouth o

f

the
Atlantic Sea. * * * * * But in succeeding
time prodigious earthquakes and deluges tak
ing place, and bringing with them desolation

in the space o
f

one day and night, a
ll

the
warlike race of the Atlanteans was at once
merged under the earth; and the Atlantic
island itself, being absorbed in the sea, en
tirely disappeared. And hence the sea a

t

present is innavigable, arising from the grad
ually impeding mud which the subsiding

island produced. And this, O Socrates, is the
sum o

f

what the elder Critias repeated from
the narration of Solon.” -

A fuller account is contained in the Critias.

In this dialogue the younger Critias enlarges
the description which h

e

received when but
ten years o

f age from his grandfather.

In ancient times the gods were allotted sev
eral parts o
f

the earth, each receiving a part
proper to himself and accomplishing the dis
tribution b
y

righteous and proper means.

(3)



The various divinities established their races
and civilizations, and ruled over them with
wisdom and virtue.

But through the ages numerous catas
trophes destroyed these ancient civilizations
until only traditions remained; vague mem
ories of ancient splendors and the divine
order of life under which all men dwelt
together in peace.
| Poseidon, god of the seas and the whole
humid distribution of nature, received for his
lot the island continent of Atlantis which
was greater in size than al

l

o
f Libya and Asia.

At that time the Atlantic lands were in
habited b

y primitive creatures, men born from
the earth who abode in a crude and bar
barous condition.

In the central mountainous part of the
Atlantic island dwelt Evenor, his wife Leu
cippe, and a

n only daughter whose name in

the language o
f

the Greeks was Cleito. After
the death o

f

her mother and father, Poseidon
seeing Cleito alone and unprotected became
enamoured of her.
Taking the form o

f
a mortal being the

god Poseidon changed the form o
f

the land
about a central hill on which Cleito dwelt.
He made alternate zones o
f

sea and land,
encircling each other; two were o
f

land and
three were o
f water; and each o
f

the zones

(4)



was equidistant every way and as perfect as
though turned upon a lathe.

/ He then caused two springs of water to
come up from under the earth, one warm and
the other cold, to make fertile the central
island. He devised every variety of food, and
he caused it to spring up abundantly from
the earth so that the island with its moun

tain became an earthly paradise entirely pro
tected by the great zones which he had
fashioned about it

.

From Cleito the god Poseidon begat five
pairs o

f

men children. He divided the island

o
f

Atlantis into ten portions and gave each o
f

them a
n

allotment. To the firstborn of the
jeldest pair h

e

bestowed the central island con
taining the dwelling o

f Cleito, and made him
king over al

l

the others. To the other nine

h
e gave great territories and rulership over

many men; and h
e

made them princes and
their sons after them.

The five pairs o
f

children received their
names in this order:

Atlas Eumelus
Ampheres Evaemon
Mneseus Autochthon
Elasippus Mestor
Azaes Diaprepas

(5)



It is to be understood that these are the
Grecian forms of the original names. Solon
declared that the Egyptians had taken the
Atlantean names and adapted them to the
language of their own country. He, in turn,
had taken the Egyptian names and had Gre
cianized them. This is stated positively in
the dialogue.

Atlas had a numerous and noble family.
His oldest son inherited the kingdom. Thus,
generation after generation the family pros
pered, and the empire of Atlantis gained so
greatly in wealth that never before or again
were such riches assembled. They took min
erals and metals from the earth. They do
mesticated animals and distilled fruits and

flowers. There was an abundance of wood;

and gold so abounded that they used it to
decorate their buildings.

With the passing of generations, bridges
were built across the zone of land and sea,

and a great canal was dug, uniting the outer
zone with the central island. Palaces and

/ temples were built, until the great city of
Atlantis surpassed a

ll empires in dignity and
glory. A great maritime trade was developed,
and wonders were brought from every corner
of the earth.
Around the island and its zones they built
great protective walls and fortifications, and

(6)



they plated these walls with brass and with
tin and with a strange red metal called ori
chalcum.

...The central island became a veritable acrop
olis. In the middle was the holy temple
dedicated to Cleito and Poseidon on the very
ground where her humble dwelling once
stood. This temple was inaccessible, and was
surrounded by an enclosure of gold. Here
had begun the race of the ten princes, and
here annually were brought the ten portions
of sacrifice.

Proximate to this temple was another dedi
cated to Poseidon alone, of great height and
having a sort of barbaric splendor. The pin
nacles were of gold, the roofs of silver, and
the interior of the dome was of ivory. In
the midst of this temple was placed a great
golden statue of the god himself in a chariot
drawn by six winged horses and surrounded
by a hundred Nereids riding upon dolphins.

In a circle about this temple were statues
of the first ten kings and their wives, and
many altars for offerings.

Following this description is a detailed ac
count of the palace and it
s greatness, the
houses for servants and retainers, the palaces

o
f

titled persons, the stadium, the docks and

(7)



harbors, and a
ll

that forms part o
f
a great

metropolis.

The dialogue then describes the terrain o
f

the central island. It was precipitous o
n

the
side toward the sea, but further inland there
was a great level plain o

f oblong shape sur
rounded b

y

mountains with many rivers and
lakes. The plain was cultivated b

y
a race o
f

agriculturists who dwelt there. Great irriga
tion canals watered the land, and so temper

ate was the climate that crops were gathered

twice yearly.

The citizens o
f

Atlantis were assigned to

communities according to their estates and
positions. Each community had it

s
leader

and a
ll

were under the government o
f

the
ten kings who were absolute monarchs.

The kings in turn obeyed the laws o
f

Poseidon which had been inscribed b
y

the

first men o
n
a column o
f precious substance

which stood in the midst of the island. The
most important o

f

the laws were a
s follows:

They should not take u
p

arms against one
another.

All should come to the rescue if any at
tempt were made to overthrow a royal house.
They were to deliberate in common about
war and other matters, giving supremacy to

the family o
f

Atlas.

(8)
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•

The king was not to have the power of
life and death over any of his kinsmen unless
he had the consent of the majority of the
ten kings.

Such was the vast power which the god

Poseidon had set up in the island of Atlantis.
Such, likewise, was the strength which the
Atlanteans attempted to use for conquest of
the world.

For many generations the Atlanteans dwelt
together, practicing gentleness and wisdom
and despising everything but virtue. They
were neither intoxicated by luxury nor did
wealth deprive them of their self-control.
They saw clearly that their wealth increased
as a result of friendship, one with another.
So the Atlantean continent flourished for
many ages until at last the divine portion

within the people began to fade away.
Their souls became diluted with a mortal

admixture and human nature gained ascend
ancy. They became unseemly and lost the
fairest of their precious gifts.
It was thus that the spirit of conquest
came to them. They resolved to increase
their lands by violence and by force. Avarice
increased and they no longer had eye to see
the true happiness.
Zeus, the god of gods who rules with law
and is able to perceive a
ll things from his

(9)



central throne, beholding this once honorable
race in a most wretched state, resolved to
chastise it

. To this end he collected all of

the gods into his most holy habitation from
which h

e
could see a

ll

that partook o
f genera

tion. And when Zeus had called the gods into
conference, h

e spoke thus —

Here ends Plato's story o
f

Atlantis. Un
fortunately, the words o

f

Zeus remain un
known to us. It appears that the Atlanteans

in their pride offended their Olympian father.
He hurled his thunderbolts against their con
tinent, shaking it with earthquakes and de
stroying it with horrible combustion.
Thus passed the kingdom before the del
uge, and because the catastrophe was so great

and so large a part o
f

the civilized earth was
destroyed, n

o

records remained except tradi
tion and the two columns set u

p

a
t

Sais.

In this way passed the splendor of the old
world, and Atlantis became a myth.

(10)



ATLANTIS, THE LOST WORLD

In 1915, M. Pierre Termier, a member of
the Academy of Science and Director of Serv
ice of the Geological Chart of France, deliv
ered a remarkable lecture on Atlantis be
fore the Institut Oceanographique. This lec
ture was translated later and published in the
Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution for the year ending
June 30, 1915. The valiant French savant de
clared: “It seems more and more evident that

a vast region, continental or made up of great
islands, has collapsed west of the Pillars of
Hercules.” M. Termier's reasons were purely
geological and have been well substantiated
by subsequent findings.
Theopompus and Marcellus, ancient his
torians, refer to both a continent and islands
in the Atlantic Ocean. Marcellus writes of
seven small islands and three great ones

which together constituted the Atlantides.
Confusion is continually arising as to whether
the seven islands mentioned were actually

seven independent land areas or merely seven
national divisions of the great continent itself.

(11)



Many volcanic cataclysms occurred before the
last upheaval which finally destroyed Posei
donis—the name given by the Greeks to the
last form of the great oceanic continent. The
Azores are now regarded as remnants of the
mountain peaks of Poseidonis.
In Isis Unveiled, H. P. Blavatsky calls at
tention to the fact that both the story of
Atlantis and the name of the country itself
came to the Greeks as an historical inherit
ance from remote antiquity. Crantor, writing
circa 300 B. C., declared that in his time the
Atlantean pillars at Sais described by Solon
were still in existence. It was from the writ
ing upon these columns that the Egyptians
had deciphered the Atlantic story.
Having exhausted the possibilities of the
Greek and Egyptian writings, at least until
more records come to light, we are justified in
turning to the peoples of the old Americas
for such information as they may possess on
this fascinating subject.

It is possible that Poseidonis was the Land of
Mud which, according to the Troano Codex,

an early writing of the Mayas of Yucatan,
was destroyed in the year 6 Kan on the 11th
Mulac in the month Zac. Recent discoveries

in the departments of Aztec and Mayan
chronology now substantiate the approximate
date of the Atlantean destruction as preserved

(12)



by Plato. The time of the submergence of
the last remnants of the old Atlantean conti

nent would thus be fixed at approximately
9500 B. C. But when the Codex declares

that the Land of Mud was sacrificed, that ten
countries were torn asunder and scattered,

and finally sank, carrying their sixty-four
million inhabitants with them, it should be
remembered that the ten countries coincide

exactly with the number of islands mentioned
by Marcellus and the ten kingdoms described
by Plato.
The word at

l

itself, like many other Nuahtl, .

Egyptian, and Greek roots, is probably di
rectly Atlantean. Le Plongeon has shown
the similarity between certain Mayan glyphs

and the Egyptian hieroglyphs. Gerald Mas
sey assembled a

n impressive array o
f paral

lels in the word forms of widely separated
races. The oldest forms of Sanskrit indicate
parallelisms with the language o

f

Central
America. Research is building up evidence
that Mayan is a very ancient language o

f defi
nite Atlantean origin.

The following sentences from Baldwin's
Ancient America are illuminating: “The
words Atlas and Atlantis have n
o satisfactory

etymology in any languages known to Europe.
They are not Greek, and cannot be traced to

any known language o
f

the Old World.”

(13)



It would seem reasonable, therefore, to
search for the origins of these words in the
etymological systems of ancient America. The
only part of the New World which developed
a refined historical system or perpetuated a
systematic record was Central America, com
posed of the area extending from southern
Mexico to the northern parts of South Amer
1C3.

It now appears reasonably certain that the
words Atlas and Atlantis have their origin

in the primitive American word a
tl

which
means water. In the calendar system o

f

the
Aztecs, the month Atl was associated with
rains, floods, and storms; it

s hieroglyph was
water from heavily laden clouds. The asso
ciation between the conception o

f

the uni
versal deluge which destroyed the prehistoric
world, and the root word signifying deluge
and inundation, should not be dismissed a

s

coincidental.

Early European historians were so pro
foundly impressed with Plato's detailed de
scription o

f

the Atlantean empire that until
the beginning o

f

the 16th century designers

o
f maps often included the Atlantean islands

in their charts and globes. It was only after
the discovery o
f

America that this practice

fell into general disuse.

(14)



While Plato took liberties with the old leg
end, it is obvious that he did not originate
the name Atlantis. Had Plato or any of the
Greeks fabricated the name for Atlantis, they
would have selected a word derived from

their own speech to designate the continent.
The same could be said for the Egyptians.
These learned people bestowed upon their
gods and heroes a multitude of names and
titles derived from their own language. The
derivation of the name for the lost continent

from a dialect in the distant Americas is sig
nificant.
There is much evidence of Atlantean blood
among the red Indians—the Bering Straits
migration theory notwithstanding. It is high
ly possible that Asiatic tribes also reached this
country, and by the mingling of two definite
strains of blood produced what we now term
the American Indian race. In fact, more than
two races may be represented in their blood
stream. John Johnson, Esq., in Archaelogia
Americana, says that the Shawnees, an Algon
quin tribe, have a tradition that their ances
tors crossed the sea.

These same peoples preserved for many
centuries an annual ceremony in celebration
of a deliverance, but it is impossible to dis
cover the nature of the evil which they prov
identially escaped. The catastrophe must

(15)



have been of considerable import to have be
come the subject of such perpetuation. May
it have been their escape from the sinking
Atlantis?
Schoolcraft, in The Indian Tribes of the
United States, says: “They relate, generally,

that there was a deluge at an ancient epoch,

which covered the earth, and drowned man
kind, except a limited number.” Even the
Chinese perpetuate an account of the flood,

and as it is quite evident that the earth's
surface never was entirely inundated, a

ll

these

accounts may b
e

traced to the Atlantean
catastrophe.

There is n
o

more significant fragment
bearing o

n

this subject than the famous
speech which Montezuma, the Mexican king,

delivered to Cortez, the Spanish conqueror:

“I would have you to understand before you
begin your discourse, that we are not ignor
ant, o

r

stand in need o
f your persuasions, to

believe that the great prince you obey is de
scended from our ancient Quetzalcoatl, Lord

o
f

the Seven Caves o
f

the Navatlaques, and

lawful king o
f

those seven nations which
gave beginning to our Mexican empire.”

In several o
f

the Mexican codices, the ori
gin o
f

the people is symbolically se
t

forth b
y

diagrams showing seven irregular circles, pre
sumably intended to represent caverns. In

(16)



each of these is a twisted-up human figure
resembling an embryo. These seven are the
progenitors of the race.
If we are bold enough to claim that these
so-called caverns really signify islands or con
tinents, we shall not be more daring than
Col. Hamilton Smith who advances this same
hypothesis in his learned work, The Natural
History of the Human Species. It should be
quite evident that when Montezuma refers to
Quetzalcoatl as the Lord of the Seven Caves,

he does not intend to convey that the divine
man—Prince Feathered Serpent—was literally
a ruler over seven caverns.

It is a common legend among the Ameri
can aborigines that their progenitors came
forth out of openings in the earth, ascending
from their subterranean abodes to escape a
flood or deluge loosed by one of the gods of
the underworld. In the Navajo account of
the deluge, seven deities were involved. The
whole account may be a survival of the prim
itive agricultural mythos. This legend sug
gests that the Indians had originally inhabited
the lowlands, but had fled to the mountains
to escape the terrible tidal waves caused by

the Atlantean disaster which, temporarily at
least, inundated great areas of the earth.
Plato infers that the Atlantean deluge was
loosed by the gods because of the sins of men.

(17)



In the American Indian legends, the flood
from which the Red Men escaped in various
ways also was an act of retribution on the
part of a great manito.

Referring to Montezuma's speech to Cor
tez, Schoolcraft notes that in speaking of
Quetzalcoatl as Lord of the Seven Caves, it
probably is implied that he was the lawful
chief of seven bands, tribes, or nations, and
was metamorphosed into a god by the people

to whom he had brought culture and en
lightenment.

The occult traditions tell that in an ancient
age there were winged serpents upon the
earth. The rulers of Atlantis were known as

the serpent-kings and the winged serpent was
their totem. According to the old traditions,

the serpent originally walked upright, but
because of his pride and sin he fell. The
“fallen serpents” may well have been the
famous Atlantean sorcerer-kings described in
Oriental secret lore.

Among the Portuguese, there is a legend
of a mysterious island called by them Isla das
Sete Cidades, the Island of the Seven Cities,
or Antilla. Are these seven cities the Seven
Golden Cities of Cibola for which the
Spanish sought in their conquest of Lower
California? Are they also the original seven

(18)



cities ruled over by the “feathered serpents”

or “winged seraphs”?

The thought of the serpents is not so far
fetched when we remember that the Arab
geographers always referred to Antilla, or
Atlantis, as the Dragon's Isle. Was the
dragon the great King Thevetat, the mys
terious spirit who ruled Atlantis from the
air, unseen at any time, and according to
the ancient traditions, whose agents upon the
earth were the serpent-kings who carried his
feathered scepter as a symbol of their re
gency? If so

,

then the natural symbol for this
dragon-king, Lord of the Seven Cities or Na
tions, would b

e

the seven-headed serpent

which is perpetuated a
s the seven-headed

Naga o
f

Cambodia. Similarly, the Atlantean
empire is represented b

y
a strange dragon

whose heads represent the sources o
f

the race
and whose long coils reveal the migrations

o
f

the Atlanteans in their serpentine path
across the world.

The account of Atlantis being under the
dominion o

f
a great invisible being may have

given rise to certain Celtic legends, particu
larly those dealing with the account o

f

how
Ireland was originally peopled b
y

a
n invis

ible race and ruled over b
y

a
n

aerial king.

These myths may have come to Ireland b
y

way o
f

the “men from the sea,” accounts o
f

(19)



whom have been preserved in their traditions.
Their descendants, the Druids, were the
“snakes” whom S

t.

Patrick is supposed to

have destroyed.

Both Homer and Horace apparently sensed
the allegorical import o

f Atlantis, for b
y

read
ing between the lines one gathers from their
writings the impression that to them Atlan

ti
s signified a superior universe o
r higher

world, possibly the one which descended into
matter when the physical universe was
created. This was the fabled Eden, or that
antediluvian sphere referred to in scriptures

a
s ruled over b
y

the kings o
f

Edom. Atlan

ti
s

thus becomes the Elysian Fields o
r

the
Abode o

f

the Blessed, and the Avalon o
f

the
Welsh.

The Atlantides, or Seven Islands, are de
scribed b

y

early mythologists a
s the seven

Pleiades, the daughters o
f Atlas, for they were

lifted out o
f

the depths o
n

the shoulders o
f

the great giant o
f

the earth. It should b
e

remembered that ancient myths must b
e in

terpreted b
y

seven different keys. Therefore,

each fable signifies the seven different phases

o
f

universal development.
In order that the wide extent of the Atlan

ti
s story may better b
e appreciated, le
t

u
s con
sider the words o
f

Louis Jacolliot, a French
writer on Oriental philosophies. In his His

(20)



toire des Vierge he shows that there are tra
ditional accounts of both the continent and

the disaster which destroyed it preserved
among nearly a

ll

civilized people:

“A religious belief, common to Malacca
and Polynesia, the two opposite extremes o

f

the Oceanic world, affirms that all these
islands once formed two immense countries,

inhabited b
y yellow men and black men,

always a
t war; and that the gods, wearied

with their quarrels, having charged Ocean to

pacify them, the latter swallowed up the two
continents, and since then it has been impos
sible to make him give up his captives.”

The other continent referred to b
y

M.
Jacolliot is unquestionably Lemuria, a great

area o
f

land which is said to have disappeared
prior to the sinking of Atlantis, leaving only
the Australasian archipelago. Fragmentary

information concerning these continents is

continually coming to light in different parts

o
f Asia, and geology adds its confirmation to

the old traditions.

A discussion of Atlantis would be incom
plete without a brief outline o

f

the causes for

it
s disappearance. The explanation given in

the old occult writings is substantially a
s fol

lows:

The great King Thevetat, the invisible
dragon, is what Eliphas Levi called the “astral

(21)



light.” This is the same force which the
Knights Templars were accused of worship
ing under the name of the Goat of Mendes.
The astral light is the sphere of sorcery or
what the ancients termed “infernal magic.”

The ruler of this sphere is the great fire
prince, Samael, who is supposed to have taken
upon himself the form of a serpent when he
seduced Eve. His is the sphere of fire, or
more correctly, the sphere of ambition with
which the ancients identified the martial
spirit.

The Atlanteans were natural psychics.
They could see the invisible worlds and pos
sessed, in part, the secret of functioning in
them. But they did not understand com
pletely the mystery of the astral light.

Nearly a
ll aboriginal peoples worship vari

ous forms o
f demons, elementals, spirits, and

ghosts. The present red and black races are

o
f

Atlantean origin, and their demons, shades,
specters, wraiths, and vampires are characters
which their progenitors actually saw o

r pre
cipitated b

y

the power o
f imagination in the

subtle, fluidic essence o
f

the astral light.

The question a
s to what caused the de

struction o
f Atlantis, then, is very simply an
swered. The Atlanteans did not possess the
power to control the imagery projected into
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the astral light by human thought and emo
t1On.

Atlantis never produced a philosopher.

How then, might be asked, can an individual
or a race possess supernatural power without
philosophy?

This question can be answered by another.
Why are mediums so often illiterate, and
though usually quite ignorant of the affairs of
the living, yet have the ability to talk with
the dead?

The Atlanteans, like the mediums, did not
possess supernatural powers—they were pos
sessed by the powers. They were moved by
the astral light like a planchette. As the
sphere of the astral king was one of excess
and fury, he poured forth his qualities
through them until the whole civilization
collapsed in a common ruin.
Before the destruction of the continent, the
Atlanteans were divided, for within a portion

of the people was born the realization of per
sonal responsibility. These escaped from the
rulership of the dragon king, and obeying
the instructions of the great white lord pre
pared for themselves a better destiny. When
the destruction came and the sorcerers were

consumed by the fire which they themselves
had invoked, the white adepts led by the
great father of the Thinkithians (Noah)
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escaped and established themselves in lands
which survived the great destruction.
The demon king Thevetat did not always
control Atlantis. He gradually gained dom
inion over it as an evil habit gradually
gains control of human life, until he finally
obsessed the land. The Atlantean adepts
(superior beings who incarnated in Atlantis
to protect the people) could no longer pro
tect the continent from the demons of the

astral light, and so they became the leaders
of the several migrations.
These adepts were also termed serpents,

but with them the serpent had been raised as
is described in the Bible. Quetzalcoatl is sym
bolized by an upraised snake, and is pictured

as carrying a cross. He is one of these white
adepts, for it is declared in the codices that
he was a “white” man, a term which may

mean purity rather than color.
In the great chain of civilization Atlantis
is the missing link without which many of
the greatest mysteries of anthropology must
remain unsolved. Also, as Ignatius Donnelly

reminds us, Atlantis is the unsuspected basis
of nearly a

ll great world mythologies with
their weird tales o
f giants and demons bat

tling for ages against the gods.

It is my present purpose to indicate the
true secret o
f

Plato's account o
f

Atlantis. The
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historical existence of the continent will some
day be established, but the philosophical
Atlantis is a more difficult riddle. In Plato's
account are to be found all of the elements
necessary to reveal the true secret. As great
saints and heroes of the past have come to
be identified with the religious doctrines
which they founded, and as a consequence
have been deified, so there is a twofold Atlan
tis. There is the historical continent which

sank in the Atlantic Ocean, and the philo
sophical continent, an ingenious device by

means of which Plato revealed and yet con
cealed the most profound arcana of the Eleu
sinian Mysteries.
We shall close this section with another
quotation from M. Termier's address to the
Institut Oceanographique:

“I dream of the last night of Atlantis, to
which perhaps the last night, that ‘great night’

of humanity will bear semblance. The young
men have a

ll departed for the war, beyond the
islands o

f

the Levant and the distant Pillars

o
f Hercules; those who remain, men o
f ma

ture age, women, children, old men, and
priests, anxiously search the marine horizon,
hoping there to see the first sails appearing,

heralds o
f

the warriors' return. But tonight
the horizon is dark and vacant. How
shadowy the sea grows; how threatening is
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the sky so overcast. The earth for some days
has shuddered and trembled. The sun seems

rent asunder, here and there exhaling fiery
vapors. It is even reported that some of the
mountain craters have opened, whence smoke
and flames belch forth and stones and ashes
are hurled into the air. Now on all sides a
warm gray powder is raining down. Night
has quite fallen, fearful darkness; nothing can
be seen without lighted torches. Suddenly

seized with blind terror, the multitude rushes
into the temples; but lo! even the temples
crumble, while the sea advances and invades
the shore, it

s

cruel clamor rising loud above

a
ll

other noise. What takes place might in
deed b

e

the Divine wrath. Then quiet
reigns; no longer are there either mountains

o
r shores; n
o longer anything save the restless

sea, asleep under the tropic sky.”
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THE KEY TO THE ATLANTIC FABLE

Marcellus, in his History of Ethiopia, wrote
of Atlantis: “For they relate that in their time
there were seven islands in the Atlantic sea,
sacred to Proserpine; and besides these, three
others of an immense magnitude; one of
which was sacred to Pluto, another to Am
mon, and another, which is the middle of
these, and is of a thousand stadia, to
Neptune.”

The most learned of the interpreters of
Plato were the Neoplatonists of Alexandria.
Neoplatonism flourished in the first centuries
of the Christian era and included a number

of outstanding thinkers. Among these should
be mentioned Porphyry, Proclus, Iamblichus,

and Syrianus. To these may be added the
name of Origen, the ante-Nicene father,
whose opinions on many subjects were defi
nitely Platonic. The Neoplatonists agreed
that the story of Atlantis should be accepted
as both historical and allegorical, but they

were at variance as to the true interpretation.

Certain opinions of these learned men form
the basis of my interpretation.
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The Orphic theology, which is the true
foundation of the Greek philosophical system,
is an exceedingly intricate and profound sub
ject. The keys to the allegorical Atlantis story
are to be found in the ritualism and fantasy
of the Orphic rites.

The Orphics divided the universe, visible
and invisible, into three parts. The Orphic
initiate Pythagoras named these parts in de
scending order, the Supreme World, the Su
perior World, and the Inferior World.

The Supreme World was the abode of pure

truth and consisted of one single substance
and essence, the Divine Nature Itself, formless

and unbegotten, eternal and incorruptible.

The Superior World was the dwelling
place of the principles, the gods, the qualities
and manifestations of the Divine Nature; here
dwelt the causes of al

l

material phenomena,
invisible in their own natures but visible'
through their manifestations.

The lowest or Inferior World was the
plane o

f corruptible forms, the sphere o
f bod

ie
s

and o
f

such tangible natures as have be
ginning and end. The Inferior World fre
quently is referred to as the sphere o
f gen

eration.
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The three worlds, in the terminology of
the Orphics, are referred to as the bodies of
the blessed gods. Heaven, or Ouranos, ruled
the first or Supreme World. Kronos, the aged
god of the crooked tooth, devourer of his own
progeny, ruled the Superior World. Zeus,
the demiurgus or material creator, from his
ethereal throne controlled the destiny of the
Inferior World.
For our purpose, it should be especially re
membered that Zeus is the third person of the
great triad of gods, lord of the physical uni
verse, regent of matter in a

ll

o
f

it
s

forms and
conditions, and the chief o

f
the order o

f gods

which rule the planets, stars, constellations,
and elements.

The ancients recognized three conditions o
f

matter. The highest they termed airy or in
tellectual; the second they termed watery o

r

spermatic; and the third they termed earthy

o
r corporeal.

These three conditions o
f

matter were,

therefore, properly termed the three natures

o
f

Zeus. They personified the three parts o
f

matter, regarding them a
s the bodies and

abodes o
f

the principal mundane gods. The
airy o
r

intellectual region they allotted to

Zeus under the form o
f Jupiter-Ammon. The
watery o
r spermatic they allotted to Zeus-.
Poseidon, o
r Zeus, lord o
f

the humid ethers.
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And the earthy or corporeal part they allotted
to Zeus-Hades, or the subterranean Zeus, lord
of the underworld.

In this way, Zeus, the airy, intellectual
part of the material world, dominated the
three conditions or states of matter, fashion
ing them into the cosmos through the powers
conferred upon him by the supermundane
gods who abode in the superior sphere far
beyond the cognition of mortals.

The material creation of worlds, or more
correctly their material generation or mani
festation, therefore, occurred on three planes
sequentially. There was first the world idea
which arose in the mind of Zeus on the plane

of airy intellect. It is
,

therefore, explained

that Zeus first contemplated the abyss o
r

outer
space (matter) and envisioned the pattern o

f
the worlds. This pattern or intellectual con
ception o

f

creation then descended into the
watery o

r spermatic level where it became
what Plato called the archetype. The creative,
forming power passed from Zeus to Poseidon;

that is
,

the newly formed universe came un
der the laws o

f

the etheric, humid, germinat
ing sphere. At this stage, we enter upon the
actual beginning o
f

the Atlantean allegory.

It should be remembered that the universe
was not yet visible as a corporeal body. Rather

(32)



the germs of the universe had been immersed
in the seminal fluids of Space. The principle
of body building, of forming and reproduc
ing, was being developed within the spiritual

nature of the world. Poseidon, the person
ification of humidity and moisture, was the
peculiar guardian and god of this project.
The supermundane gods, acting through
Zeus, distributed Space to the twelve zodiacal
orders of gods. To the last of these, Posei
don, lord of the constellation of the fishes,

was assigned the empire of the watery ele
ment. It was here that he was to establish
his kingdom and rule over it

. It should not

b
e interpreted that Poseidon merely received

the watery parts o
f

the planet earth. At the
time the gods distributed the universe, there
was no earth and no sea a

s we know them.

The sea over which Poseidon was given ruler
ship was the humidity o

f Space within which
the forms of the world were to be built. In
the allegory, the universal place o

f generation

is set forth in terms of the form of the solar
system with it

s planets, o
r o
f

the earth with
its zones.

Having received his allotment, Poseidon
began the process o
f fashioning his world.

The humid ethers of the watery diffusion
were divided b
y

the Greeks into two parts,
the one denoting a spiritous state, and the
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other a grosser or sedimentary. Working
through the higher parts of the ether upon

the lower parts, therefore, Poseidon is said
to have brought them together or united
them. The higher ether was called Evenor,
and the lower ether, Leucippe. From their
union was produced Cleito, or the etheric
body of the solar system.

Cleito is referred to as an orphan because
her very emergence was the result of the
union of the extremes which produced her.
And the extremes themselves ceased to exist
when their equilibrium had been accom
plished. As hydrogen and oxygen disappear
as pure elements in the visible compound of
water, so the etheric extremes lost their iden
tity in their own progeny.

The family of Cleito is referred to as bar
baric or primitive because it represented the
humid substance itself, irrational and uncul
tured, until it was quickened or related into
manifestation through the overshadowing of
intelligence.

When the humid body of the solar sys
tem or of the planet was prepared, the god
Poseidon took upon himself a humid form,

described in the Chaldaic Oracles as serpen
tine, that is
,

vibratory. In this form, h
e

united with Cleito, and from this union was
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born a tetractys, the Pythagorean pattern of
ten dots, the key to the entire formula of
material generation. These ten dots are, like
wise, the ten brothers, the framework of the
material world and the common denominator

of a
ll magnitude and multitude.

Let us now pause for a moment to review
several important points. In the quotation
from Marcellus, it is stated that the Atlantic
continent consisted of seven islands sacred to

Proserpine, and three immense continents,

one sacred to Jupiter, the second to Pluto, and
the third, between these two, to Neptune.

The three great continents represent the three
parts o

f

the Inferior World of Pythagoras—
the airy, the watery, and the earthy. The
central continent between the extremes, the
abode o

f Poseidon, is the location o
f

the
watery empire, Atlantis. The seven smaller
islands sacred to Proserpine are the planets

which surround the body o
f

the sun in the
solar system, o

r

the seven continents which
emerge sequentially from the imperishable
island with its zones o

f

land and water in

the evolution o
f

life itself.

In describing the ten numbers, Pythagoras
said that there were two orders o
f numbers,

numeration and numerals. The numerations
are the souls o
f

the numbers, and the numer
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als are the bodies of the numerations. He
explains thus:

“Unity is the numeration called the monad,

and the number one is the body of that nu
meration. The monad symbolizes the one as
all, and the numeral symbolizes the a

ll
a
s one.

The numerations are the subjective patterns

o
r ideas, and the numerals are the shadows

o
f

these patterns cast in the physical sub
stances of the world.”

In the Atlantic fable, the ten sons of Cleito
are the numerations —monad, dual, triad,
tetrad, etc., the principles o

f
the numbers. B

y

the same analogy, the Atlantic empire was to

our material creation a
s we now know it
,

what the numerations are to the numbers,

that is
,
it was the archetype, the pattern, the

principle which was to manifest through per
sonality. To understand this is to grasp the
true significance o

f

Plato's allegory.

Now, to resume the story. The oldest o
f

the sons o
f

Poseidon was Atlas who bears the

world upon his shoulders. Atlas is a form

o
f

Adam. Both names are derived from the
root at o

r

ad. As Adam was the first of the
ten patriarchs, so Atlas is the first o
f

the ten
princes o
f Atlantis, and the monad is the first

and chief o
f

the numerations. Atlas, repre
senting the monad o
r unity, is therefore

*
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given rulership over the whole world which
he must support by the principle of unity. In
other words, the universe is sustained by it

s

own oneness. The other brothers, each o
f

whom esoterically represents a law and the
principle working within and under unity,

are given principalities, that is
,

they are as
signed spheres o

f manifestation; they are
given rulerships over orders o

f

seminal life.

In the meantime, Poseidon, as the great
sea-serpent, turns the waters o

f Space into the
nebular, spherical form o

f
the globe. The

key to the symbolism is apparent, for in the
account o

f Atlantis, Poseidon is described a
s

turning out the concentric zones as though
upon a lathe, even and symmetrical in a

ll

their parts. In the midst of the bands or

zones is a mountain rising in the middle o
f

the imperishable land o
r

island.

We know from the Egyptians and the
Greeks that this central mountain represents

the sun in the solar system, and in the
planetary arrangement, the polar mountain,

Meru o
r Olympus, the abode o
f

the gods.

This part of the symbolism could b
e de

veloped a
t great length. In the Norse theol

ogy, the mountain Asgard with it
s

three tem
ples rises in the middle of the earth and is

surrounded b
y

the zones and sea, the outer
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extremity of which is a wall formed of the
eyebrows of Emir, the primordial giant, a
type of Atlas.
Plato refers to the central island of Atlan

ti
s

a
s a
n acropolis where are gathered temples

and great buildings which surround the gold
en-domed shrine o

f

Poseidon. Here Poseidon

is the invisible sun which, in the words o
f

Paracelsus, lights the humid worlds a
s our

physical sun lights the material world.

The zones with which Poseidon surrounds

the central island represent the orbits o
f

the
planets, five in number (in the old system.
the sun and moon were not planets). In the
development o

f

the earth itself, these zones

are the magnetic bands which have descended

to u
s

under the symbolism o
f

the five belts,

that is
,

the Equator, the tropics o
f Capricorn

and Cancer, and the Arctic and Antarctic
circles.

There, then, is the angelic world described

in the vision o
f Milton, the paradisiacal sphere

where humanity dwelt before the mysterious

and symbolical fall. Here was the empire o
f

the kings o
f

Edom which has vanished in the
abyss. Here was the race o
f

the demigods,

the old order which has passed away. Here
was the council o
f

the Ases, the twelve Nor
dic gods who perished in the Gotterdammer
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ung. Here was the pre-Adamic world—not
prehistorical in the physical sense, but pre
physical in the historic sense. This was the
race of the shadows, an intangible creation
abiding in the humid essences of the middle
region. Here, then, also is the true root of
mythologies, of folklore, of fairy stories.
From Atlantis come the accounts of the little
people, the nymphs, the dryads, and that
whole race of intangible creatures that float
in the atmosphere above the cold surface of
our own visible globe. These are the children
of the fire-mist, the progeny of Poseidon,
the spermatic life that came down to our
physical plane hundreds of millions of years
ago to become a

ll

the physical species and
genera that we know through the process o

f

adaptation and evolution.
The account then proceeds with a descrip

tion o
f

the glories o
f

the Atlantean empire.
Bridges were built to connect the zones, a

canal was dug to unite the outer sea with
the inner island. This single statement con
ceals the whole mystery o

f

the esoteric system,

the priesthood, and the creation o
f

the state
mysteries. The laws given b

y

Poseidon were
preserved and the race o

f

Atlantis flourished
and grew richer than a

ll

the races and king
doms that would come after. This is the
story o
f

the Golden Age so beautifully set
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forth by Hesiod in his Theogony. This was
before the battle of the Titans, and, as is
specifically noted in the account, prior to the
Trojan War.

When the Egyptians discoursed with Solon
on the Atlantic myth they likewise ridiculed
the barbarism and ignorance of the Greeks.
As might be expected from a rival culture,

the Egyptians ingeniously employed the pre
historic Greeks to symbolize the lowest cor
poreal part of nature.

We must now consider the symbolism of
Hades or the subterranean Zeus, lord of the
physical world. Hades is the physical body

of the sun in the solar system, and the phys
ical body of the planet in the planetary sys
tem. It likewise represents the physical part
of all embodied life. The descent of the con
sciousness or intelligence into the material
form is declared to be a descent into Hades.

The physical life itself is the purgatorial
sphere where spirits wander, exiled in the
dark caverns of form which represent a

ll

the
laws and bodies o

f physical nature. The
figure o
f

Zeus-Hades was formulated in the
mysteries. His throne stands in the midst o
f

a great subterranean cavern gouged out o
f

Space and se
t

aside a
s
a place o
f

travail. Birth
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guards the entrance and death the exit. All
of nature must depart by the appointed gates.

Berosus, the historian of the Chaldeans, de
clared that when the earth itself was in the
forming, it produced from itself composita,
monsters with many heads, strange, misshapen
creatures that lived and died before the dawn

of reason. These were the bodies, the snares,
the nets which were to trap the souls of men.
Thus it is that the Egyptian priests in their
allegory called the empire of Hades Hellenic.
They likewise showed that this world was di
vided from the Atlantic continents by a great
sea. This is the sea of ether, the humid ghost
world that divides the states of being.

In the Atlantic account, the kings of Atlan

ti
s

resolved to conquer the states o
f

Greece.

As the human soul descends into this physical
body for the sake o

f experience and enters
upon the tribulations o

f

the flesh, so it was
written that in ancient times a part o

f

the
angels rebelled, and growing proud were cast
from the heavenly light. The rebellion o

f

the angels is the story o
f

the lost Atlantis.
The same is contained in the biblical state
ment that the sons o
f

God beholding the
daughters o
f

the earth and seeing them to

b
e fair, descended unto them and conceived

b
y

them a race o
f giants.
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When Zeus and the gods perceived the
pride that had entered into the hearts of the
Atlanteans, a council was called upon the
great central throne to determine the fate of
the rebellious race. It is here that Plato's
narrative ends. Why? Was it true that he
never finished the account? Or was his writ
ing destroyed? This we shall probably never
know.

It seems probable, however, that the reason
for the destruction of the manuscript or for

it
s incompletion belongs among the mysteries

o
f

the old initiations. Plato could say n
o

more without revealing the true meaning o
f

the whole story. The very words that Zeus
would have to speak would expose a mystery.
Therefore, a

ll

that remains o
f

the story is the
account o

f

the disaster during which both
the Greeks and the Atlanteans perished to
gether, and with them the memories and the
records of the old order.

When the Atlanteans, the seminal souls,
descended into bodies in their war with mat
ter, they lost the memory o

f

their own celes
tial origin. The story describes the submer
gence o

f

the Atlantic islands; the whole
ethereal empire fell together into a material
state and vanished in the abyss of matter.
Gone were the palaces, the temples, the great
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walls, and the glory. Yet the old Atlantis
is not truly gone. It is now emerging through

man. The civilization we are building today
is the resurrection of Atlantis. The souls that

descended into matter are now struggling to
extricate themselves and are emerging gradu
ally into the light of reason.

Why do al
l

nations and peoples preserve a

record o
f

the deluge and the race that existed
prior to the destruction? The answer is sim
ple. It is the story of the origin of man him
self. The whole physical human race is the
fallen Atlanteans. Atlantis was the homeland

from which we have come to our present

estate. This was generally known to ancient
peoples, but this knowledge has been lost
through the vicissitudes o

f

time.

The ancient Hindus declare that the hu
man life wave comprises approximately sixty

billion entities. These are symbolized b
y

the
sixty million who perished in the Atlantean
deluge. In the esoteric numerology, sixty

four million is the exact figure given. In the
Pythagorean theory, the number sixty-four is

a
n evenly even number because it can b
e

divided back to unity without remainer b
y

the formula:

(43)



64

— = 32; —
2 2

8 4.

2 2

Sixty-four is also the perfect number of
the Chinese trigrams or of the numbers gov
erning the physical creation. If the six and
the four be added, the result is one. It is the
diversity concealing the monad. It is

,

there
fore, like the word ADM, a symbol of species

o
r types, and represents a
n

entire hierarchy

o
r

order o
f living things rather than a specific

number o
f persons.

Here is the key to the old theological dog
gerel:

“With Adam's fall
We sinned us all.”

The Atlantic civilization describes the de
scent o

f living souls individualized under the
constellation o
f

Pisces from their previous
ethereal state into material form a
t

the be
ginning o
f

human evolution upon the planet.
Making use o
f

the records o
f

the historical
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deluge which had occurred several thousands
of years earlier, Plato, by combining the ac
counts, revealed and yet concealed much of
the deepest mysticism of the Greek esoteric
science. He exposed nothing but intimated
much. And coming finally to the place
where he could say no more without reveal
ing all, he followed the admonition of Har
pocrates—he became silent.
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Price $3.00 (Plus 8c tax in California)



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

By MANLY PALMER Hall

New Edition of a book which has been
in great demand.

Questions answered on these problems of life:

Religion The Holy Ghost
Philosophy Death

Theology Creation

The Bible Time Cycles
Cosmic Consciousness Laws
Continents The Great White
The Masters Lodge
Reincarnation Karma

And many others

There are 112 questions grouped under nine
general headings. In this book Manly Hall
deals with exact definitions in a few clearly
stated lines.

Bound in Cloth Stamped in gold

269 pages

Same price as the original edition
$3.00 (Plus 8c tax in California)



JOURNEY IN TRUTH
Along Pathways of Philosophy

MANLY PALMER HALL's LATEST Book

ORPHEUS

PYTHAGORAS

PLATO

SoCRATES

DioGENES

ARISTOTLE

AMMONIUs
SACCUs

PLOTINUS

PROCLUs

ST. AUGUSTINE

Unfolding the dream
of a better world as
preserved and carried
on by great thinkers
who laid the founda
tions for the Philo
sophic Empire of the
future.

The thread of Ideal
istic Philosophy which
runs through the teach
ings of these great
men is here woven in
to a pattern of life
which can be used as

an unfailing guide in
these troubled times.

Seven Portrait Illustrations

Cloth Binding 270 pp. Stamped in Gold

Price $3.00 (8c tax in California)



BOOKLETS BY MANLY PALMER HALL

PSYCHOANALYZING THE TWELVE
ZODIACAL TYPES

Helpful practical hints for those born under
each of the twelve zodiacal signs.
This differs from most writings in the field
because of its emphasis upon the inner work
ings o

f

the human personality and the de
velopment o

f personality types.

5th Edition 6
5 pp. 35c (ld tax in Calif.)

UNSEEN FORCES

A scholarly interpretation o
f

The Children o
f

the Elements

Natural Principles

Thought Forms and
Emotion Generated Elementals

Ghosts and Specters

The Dweller on the Threshold

Sixth Edition 6
4 pp. 35c (lc tax in Calif.)



WHAT THE ANCIENT WISDOM
EXPECTS OF ITS DISCIPLES

A timely statement of knowledge as both op
portunity and responsibility. Nature de
mands that the human being prepare himself
for the responsibilities of universal wisdom
before the knowledge of spiritual things can
be entrusted to his keeping.

5th Edition 79 pp 35c (lc tax in Calif.)

INITIATION OF PLATO

An important reprint from a scarce and
curious Masonic publication The Kneph, pre
serving the ancient lore of initiatory pag
eantry.

First Edition 43 pp. 35c (1c tax in Calif.)

THE COMTE DE ST.GERMAIN

New Data on the historical character who
was once described as the “man who
never dies”.

Enlarged edition 35c (ld tax in Calif.)

Any four of these booklets mailed postpaid
for $1.00 (3c tax in California)



AN ENCYCLOPEDICOUTLINE OF

Qīlagomic,15ermetic,

©aß6afistic amo (Rosicrucian

Špmflotica?(pºiſosophy

A MASTER INTERPRETATION OF THE

SECRET TEACHINGS OF ALL AGES

BY MANLY PALMER HALL

This book is dedicated to the proposition that

concealed within the emblematic figures,

allegories, and rituals of ancient religion and
philosophy, is a secret doctrine concerning the

inner mysteries of life.

Reduced photographic facsimile of the orig
inal edition which sold for $100. A limited
number of this facsimile is available to

students in substantial buckram binding at

$10. (Plus Tax in Calif.)



HOW TO UNDERSTAND YOUR BIBLE

BY MANLY PALMER HALL

The Christian Bible is the greatest book in
English literature but it must be approached

with understanding, tolerance, and a sincere
desire to discover it

s spiritual meaning.
Manly Hall's book interprets familiar passages
and sections according to the ideals and
principles held in common b

y

the ancient
religious systems which gave the Bible to the
Western World.

Bound in cloth Stamped in Gold Illustrated
239 pp. — Price $2.50 (Plus 8c tax in Calif.)

THE WAYS OF THE LONELY ONES

BY MANLY PALMER HALL

The mystic content in life revealed through

a collection o
f

short stories and allegories.

This book, first published in 1922, has been
out o

f print for many years, and a new edi
tion has been prepared to meet the steady
demand.

The stories are illustrated and the book is of

standard size bound with boards. The edi
tion is limited.

Price $1.50
(plus 4

c

tax in California)



THE GURU
A STORY OF THE WAY OF THE EAST
By MANLY PALMER HALL

This is the simple account of the life of a
young Hindu boy with his Guru or Spiritual
Teacher. Most of the incidents narrated are
true, and have been combined into a gentle
story of spiritual growth and aspiration.

A basic text in its field and a charming gift

to thoughtful persons.

Bound in boards. Illustrated 142 Pages

Price $2. (Plus tax in Calif.)

SECRET DESTINY OF AMERICA
By MANLY PALMER HALL

The descent o
f

the philosophic dream o
f

world democracy is traced with keen logic

in this book, and the forces which brought
the United States of America into existence

are vividly revealed. It further sets forth a pro
gram for the extension o

f

the Democratic ideal
into a plan for future world government.

Emphasis is placed upon the activities o
f

secret

societies which have as their aim the preserva

tion o
f

the principles o
f Democracy through
the ages o

f

intolerance and persecution.

Full cloth, stamped in gold. 200 pp.

Illustrated — Price $2.00 (plus tax in Calif.)
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